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Falling Away

By Dan Maines
Falling Away

Introduction

† Have you ever heard a futurist claim there's going to be a
massive falling away from Christ in our future, as if the church
will someday collapse right before the end of the world.
† That idea didn't come from Scripture, it came from confusion
passed down from pastors who ignore the time statements in
the text.
† The Bible never presents the falling away as a distant end
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times mystery, it presents it as a first century reality that
happened exactly when Jesus and the apostles said it would.

Matthew 24:10
And at that time many will fall away and will betray one another
and hate one another.

† Jesus didn't speak vaguely or symbolically here, He said at
that time, not thousands of years later.
† The falling away Jesus described was connected to betrayal,
hatred, and internal collapse among those who once claimed
loyalty.
† This wasn't about the world rejecting Christ, it was about
people within the covenant community turning on one another
before Jerusalem fell.
† Jesus already fixed the timeframe earlier in the discourse
when He said all these things would come upon that generation,
removing any future reinterpretation.

2 Timothy 1:15
You are aware of the fact that all who are in Asia turned away
from me, among whom are Phygelus and Hermogenes.

† Paul didn't warn Timothy about a future falling away, he stated
it had already happened.
† All who were in Asia turned away, not some, not a few, but all,
showing the scale of the apostasy in that generation.
† This confirms Jesus' words in Matthew 24, the falling away
was already underway within the apostolic age.

1 John 2:18-19
Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that antichrist
is coming, even now many antichrists have appeared; from this
we know that it is the last hour.
They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they
had been of us, they would have remained with us; but they



went out, so that it would be shown that they all are not of us.

† John didn't say it was almost the last hour, he said it is the last
hour.
† The falling away is defined here as people who went out from
the body, proving they were never truly part of it.
† This perfectly matches Jesus' warning about betrayal and
hatred from within, not pressure from outside.

2 Thessalonians 2:3
Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless
the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is
revealed, the son of destruction.

† Paul spoke of the apostasy as something that must come first,
not something thousands of years away.
† He was writing to a living audience who were already
witnessing the conditions he described.
† This aligns with Jesus, Paul, and John all describing the same
falling away within the same generation.

† When Scripture interprets Scripture, there's no room left for a
future falling away theory.
† Jesus, Paul, and John all describe the same event, in the
same generation, with the same outcome.
† The falling away wasn't a sign for us to watch for, it was a
judgment sign fulfilled before AD 70.

Historical References

† Irenaeus wrote of widespread defections and false brethren
arising before the destruction of Jerusalem.
† Eusebius recorded that the church experienced internal
division, betrayal, and abandonment prior to the Jewish War.
† Josephus documented the atmosphere of hatred, betrayal,
and lawlessness that consumed Jerusalem in the final years.
† Tacitus described suspicion, treachery, and internal collapse



during the Jewish War, confirming the same conditions from a
non Christian historian.

How It Applies To Us Today

† We're not waiting for a future collapse of the church, Christ
already preserved His body through the judgment He foretold.
† This keeps us grounded in confidence, not fear, because
fulfillment strengthens faith rather than undermining it.
† Understanding the fulfilled falling away protects us from
manipulation through end times panic preaching.
† Fulfilled prophecy removes fear based theology and replaces
it with assurance in Christ's finished work and reigning kingdom.

† This is the fulfilled perspective we proclaim at Fulfilled
Prophecies †
© Fulfilled Prophecies - Dan Maines.
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You may share this article freely without permission as
long as you include credit to Dan Maines and/or a link to
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