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Satan - The War in
Heaven -
Revelation 12:7

By Dan Maines
The War in Heaven - Revelation 12:7

Revelation 12:7
And there was war in heaven, Michael and his angels waging
war with the dragon. The dragon and his angels waged war.

† This heavenly war represents a covenantal conflict, not a
literal battle in the sky. Heaven signifies authority, the spiritual
dominion of God's rule. Michael leads the angelic host,
symbolizing divine defense for God's people, while the dragon
represents Satan's opposition through the Old Covenant's
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power of accusation.

Revelation 12:8-9
And they were not strong enough, and there was no longer a
place found for them in heaven. And the great dragon was
thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and
Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to
the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.

† The defeat of the dragon reveals that Satan's standing before
God as the accuser was permanently revoked. His authority in
the heavenly realm was removed.
† The "throwing down" doesn't describe a physical fall but the
loss of judicial access to accuse man before God. Through the
cross, Satan's legal claim was destroyed, fulfilling Christ's
words: "I was watching Satan fall from heaven like lightning"
(Luke 10:18).

Revelation 12:10
Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, "Now the
salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God and the
authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our
brothers and sisters has been thrown down, the one who
accuses them before our God day and night."

† The voice in heaven announces completion: the Kingdom has
come. Salvation, power, and divine authority are now realized
through Christ.
† This declaration marks the transition from the Old Covenant's
condemnation to the New Covenant's righteousness. The
"accuser" who once condemned under the Law is cast out, and
the saints now stand blameless in Christ.

Revelation 12:11
And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and
because of the word of their testimony, and they did not love



their life even when faced with death.

† The saints triumphed through faith in Christ's finished work.
Their testimony wasn't of personal strength but of the Gospel
itself.
† This victory points to the early church's endurance during
Roman persecution. They overcame by the blood of the Lamb,
showing that spiritual victory isn't achieved through violence but
by faith and sacrifice.

Revelation 12:12
For this reason, rejoice, you heavens and you who dwell in
them. Woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has
come down to you with great wrath, knowing that he has only a
short time.

† Heaven's rejoicing reflects the joy of the redeemed
community living under the New Covenant. The "earth and sea"
represent the Jewish and Gentile realms that soon experienced
judgment through the Roman war of AD 70.
† The phrase "short time" emphasizes the nearness of that
fulfillment, showing that Satan's final influence through the Old
Covenant system was temporary and ended with Jerusalem's
fall.

The Victory of Christ Over the Accuser

Ephesians 2:6
And raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the
heavenly places in Christ Jesus.

† Believers already share in heavenly authority with Christ. This
confirms that "heaven" in Revelation 12 refers to spiritual
position, not physical location.

Hebrews 12:22-24
But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living



God, the heavenly Jerusalem… and to Jesus, the mediator of a
new covenant.

† The saints had already come to the heavenly Jerusalem in the
first century, proving that the New Covenant kingdom was
present, not future.

Colossians 1:13
For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and
transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son.

† The transfer from darkness to light marks the same transition
described in Revelation 12, the end of the old dominion of
accusation and the establishment of Christ's kingdom.

John 12:31
Now judgment is upon this world; now the ruler of this world will
be cast out.

† Jesus declared this casting out before the cross, revealing
that His crucifixion was the decisive moment Satan lost
authority.

Luke 10:18
I was watching Satan fall from heaven like lightning.

† The fall was already underway during Christ's ministry,
showing the progressive overthrow of Satan leading to his
complete removal at the cross and through judgment in AD 70.

Historical Writers
† Josephus (Wars of the Jews 6.5.3) and Tacitus (Histories
5.13) both recorded remarkable signs seen in the skies before
Jerusalem's fall, armies and chariots appearing above the
clouds. These events are best understood not as literal battles
but as symbolic or visionary manifestations, mirroring the
spiritual conflict described in Revelation 12.



† Such appearances may have been mirage-like signs or
divine visions, given as confirmation that the heavenly realm
was in transition, the old authority being cast down and Christ's
kingdom being revealed.
† Eusebius (Ecclesiastical History 3.5) later referred to these as
divine portents, understanding them as visible tokens of
judgment on the Old Covenant system and the rise of Christ's
everlasting dominion.

How it applies to us today
† We no longer live under the shadow of accusation. The
accuser has been silenced, and his authority removed.
† The war in heaven is over, and the Kingdom reigns forever
through Christ.
† Every believer now lives in the reality of victory, justified and
secure in the New Covenant.
† Heaven rejoices because redemption is complete, and God's
dwelling is with His people eternally.

† This is the fulfilled perspective we proclaim at Fulfilled
Prophecies †
© Fulfilled Prophecies - Dan Maines.
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