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By Dan Maines
1 Timothy 3

1 Timothy 3:1
It is a trustworthy statement: if any man aspires to the office of
overseer, it is a fine work he desires to do.

† Paul affirms the noble calling of church leadership.
† Overseers (elders) are servants, not rulers, called to shepherd
the flock.
† Clement of Rome (1 Clement 42) spoke of the apostles
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appointing overseers and deacons to continue their work.

1 Timothy 3:2-3
An overseer, then, must be above reproach, the husband of one
wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, skillful
in teaching, not overindulging in wine, not a bully, but gentle, not
contentious, free from the love of money.

† The character of an overseer is central, not worldly success.
† Hospitality and teaching are marks of true shepherds.
† Philo (On the Virtues 32) praised self-control and gentleness
as divine virtues.

1 Timothy 3:4-5
He must be one who manages his own household well, keeping
his children under control with all dignity (but if a man does not
know how to manage his own household, how will he take care
of the church of God?).

† Leadership in the church begins with leadership at home.
† The family is the proving ground for pastoral care.

1 Timothy 3:6-7
And not a new convert, so that he will not become conceited
and fall into condemnation incurred by the devil. And he must
have a good reputation with those outside the church, so that
he will not fall into disgrace and the snare of the devil.

† Leaders must be spiritually mature, avoiding pride.
† Even outsiders should respect their character.
† Josephus (Against Apion 2.174) said that Jewish leaders were
respected not only by their own people but also by outsiders, a
parallel to Paul's standard.

1 Timothy 3:8-9
Deacons likewise must be men of dignity, not insincere, not
prone to drink much wine, not greedy for money, but holding to



the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience.

† Deacons serve practically but with deep spiritual commitment.
† They must embody faith and integrity.

1 Timothy 3:10-12
These men must also first be tested, then have them serve as
deacons if they are beyond reproach. Women must likewise be
dignified, not malicious gossips, but temperate, faithful in all
things. Deacons must be husbands of one wife, and good
managers of their children and their own households.

† Testing ensures faithfulness before appointment.
† Women in ministry roles are also held to standards of holiness
and faith.
† The early church, as Pliny the Younger (Letter to Trajan
10.96) recorded, had women who served in ministry capacities,
showing Paul's teaching applied in real communities.

1 Timothy 3:13
For those who have served well as deacons obtain for
themselves a high standing and great confidence in the faith
that is in Christ Jesus.

† Faithful service brings honor and confidence before God and
the church.

1 Timothy 3:14-15
I am writing these things to you, hoping to come to you before
long, but in case I am delayed, I write so that you will know how
one should act in the household of God, which is the church of
the living God, the pillar and support of the truth.

† The church is God's household, a family built on truth.
† It is the pillar supporting truth in a world of error.



1 Timothy 3:16
Beyond question, great is the mystery of godliness: He who was
revealed in the flesh, was vindicated in the Spirit, seen by
angels, proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the world,
taken up in glory.

† This is an early Christian confession or hymn about Christ.
† The mystery of godliness is Christ Himself, incarnate,
vindicated, proclaimed, believed, and glorified.
† Ignatius (Letter to the Ephesians 19) echoed this truth, calling
Christ the eternal mystery revealed.

How it applies to us today
† 1 Timothy 3 reminds us that leadership in the church is about
character, not position.
† Overseers and deacons are called to humility, service, and
integrity, tested in their homes and communities.
† The church is God's household, holding forth the truth of
Christ in a world of error.
† Christ is the mystery revealed, the center of all godliness, and
the foundation of our faith.

† This is the fulfilled perspective we proclaim at Fulfilled
Prophecies †
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