Fulfilled Prophecies
8 o [ Share on Facebook

"2 TIMOTHY 338

2 Timothy 3 This
study has not been
posted on
facebook yet

By Dan Maines
2 Timothy 3

2 Timothy 3:1
But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come.

T Paul is warning Timothy that the "last days" were not some far
future era but the closing days of the Old Covenant system. The
apostles constantly spoke of living in the last days (Hebrews
1:2, James 5:3, 1 Peter 1:20). These were the days leading up
to the judgment on Jerusalem in AD 70.
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2 Timothy 3:2
For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful,
arrogant, slanderers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy.

T Paul gives a moral description of the corruption within Israel
and among false brethren. Josephus records that greed,
arrogance, and lawlessness filled Jerusalem before its fall.
These vices matched the decay of that generation.

T Tacitus describes the same spirit of corruption and
stubbornness in that era among the Jews and their leaders,
confirming the climate Paul names. Suetonius notes the spread
of deceivers and impostors around the empire, matching Paul's
charge.

2 Timothy 3:3
Unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control,
brutal, haters of good.

T The sins Paul lists here mirror what Jesus foretold in Matthew
24:12, that lawlessness would increase and the love of many
would grow cold. This was true among the Jews and even
among some who turned away from the faith.

T Philo of Alexandria testifies that some who boasted in the law
twisted it for selfish ends and misled the vulnerable, which
aligns with Paul's list.

2 Timothy 3:4
Treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than
lovers of God.

T The description continues. The Jewish leaders betrayed one
another during the Roman siege, as Josephus describes. Self-
indulgence replaced covenant loyalty.

T Dio Cassius reports factional treacheries and reckless
violence surrounding the Jewish wars, further illustrating Paul's
portrait of that generation.



2 Timothy 3:5
Holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its
power; avoid such people as these.

T These were not pagans but outwardly religious people. They
had the law, the temple, and sacrifices, yet denied the true
power of God revealed in Christ. Paul tells Timothy to turn away
from such hypocrites.

2 Timothy 3:6

For among them are those who slip into households and
captivate weak women weighed down with sins, led on by
various impulses.

T False teachers exploited the vulnerable. They crept into
homes, spreading deception. This aligns with what Peter
warned about in 2 Peter 2:3, that many would be exploited with
false words.

T Philo observes how self-promoting teachers worked
themselves into private settings to gain influence, a direct
parallel to Paul's warning.

2 Timothy 3:7
Always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the
truth.

T This describes many Jews of the first century who studied the
law but missed Christ, the fulfillment of the law. Their endless
study without recognizing Jesus kept them blind.

2 Timothy 3:8

Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so these men
also oppose the truth, men of depraved mind, worthless in
regard to the faith.

T Jannes and Jambres were Egyptian magicians who resisted
Moses. Paul compares the false teachers of his day to them.



They imitated spirituality but opposed God's truth in Christ.

T Suetonius notes the common presence of magicians and
charlatans in the first century, which mirrors Paul's comparison
to the magicians who opposed Moses.

2 Timothy 3:9

But they will not make further progress; for their foolishness will
be obvious to all, just as Jannes's and Jambres's foolishness
also was.

T The futility of false teachers would be exposed. As judgment
came closer, their deception would be revealed, and their end
destruction made plain.

2 Timothy 3:10
Now you have followed my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith,
patience, love, perseverance.

T Timothy was different. He followed Paul sincerely, imitating his
life and faith. This shows the contrast between true discipleship
and false religion.

2 Timothy 3:11

Persecutions, and sufferings, such as happened to me at
Antioch, at Iconium, and at Lystra; what persecutions | endured,
and out of them all the Lord rescued me!

T Paul reminds Timothy that persecution was expected, yet the
Lord always delivered him. This gave Timothy courage to
endure his own trials.

2 Timothy 3:12
Indeed, all who want to live in a godly way in Christ Jesus will
be persecuted.

T This was not just Paul's experience but a universal truth. The
early church faced persecution both from Jews and Romans.



Jesus said the same in John 15:20.

T Tacitus records Nero's persecution of Christians, and Pliny the
Younger describes the suspicion Christians faced under Roman
officials, confirming Paul's statement about suffering.

2 Timothy 3:13
But evil people and impostors will proceed from bad to worse,
deceiving and being deceived.

T False teachers would not stop. They would grow in deception
until the time of judgment. This fits the worsening corruption
leading up to AD 70.

T Josephus recounts false prophets who deceived many inside
Jerusalem during the siege (Wars 6.5.2), promising deliverance
when in fact destruction was coming.

T Jesus Himself foretold this in Matthew 24:24, warning that
false christs and false prophets would arise, showing great
signs to mislead, if possible, even the elect. Together, Paul,
Jesus, and Josephus give one united testimony of the same
reality.

2 Timothy 3:14

You, however, continue in the things you have learned and
become convinced of, knowing from whom you have learned
them.

T Paul calls Timothy to stay grounded in the truth he received
from him and others who taught faithfully. Stability in the truth
was the safeguard against deception.

2 Timothy 3:15

And that from childhood you have known the sacred writings
which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation
through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

T Timothy was raised in the Scriptures by his mother and
grandmother (2 Timothy 1:5). The Old Testament pointed to



Christ, and through faith in Him came salvation.

2 Timothy 3:16
All Scripture is inspired by God and beneficial for teaching, for
rebuke, for correction, for training in righteousness.

T Paul declares the divine origin and authority of Scripture. This
was true of the Old Testament they had, and by extension of the
apostolic writings. Scripture equips the people of God for every

aspect of life.

2 Timothy 3:17
So that the man or woman of God may be fully capable,
equipped for every good work.

T Scripture has one purpose, to fully equip God's people. With
the Word, they lacked nothing. Timothy was to rely on Scripture
as the standard for doctrine, correction, and righteous living.

T The message of 2 Timothy 3 is clear, the last days of the Old
Covenant were filled with corruption, false teachers, and
persecution. Yet God's Word remained the sure foundation,
equipping the faithful to endure and overcome.

Application For Us Today

T Though Paul's prophecy of the last days was fulfilled in AD 70,
its lessons remain vital. Our world still reflects many of the
same traits: selfishness, greed, arrogance, and false religion
without true power.

T Just as Timothy was told to continue in the Scriptures, so
must we. The Bible remains God-breathed, sufficient to equip
us for every good work, and to guard us against deception.

T In practice, this means we must test every teaching against
Scripture. False teachers today may not stand in Jerusalem's



temple courts, but they fill pulpits, media platforms, and online
ministries. Their smooth words can lead many astray if not
measured against the Word of God.

T The church throughout history has proven Paul's warning true.
In the Middle Ages, indulgence-sellers promised deliverance
while deceiving souls for money. In modern times, cult leaders
and false prophets have predicted dates for the end of the
world, misleading thousands. These are living echoes of the
same spirit Paul warned about.

T It also means perseverance in trials. We may not face Nero's
fire, but Christians today still face ridicule, rejection, or pressure
to compromise. The call is the same: endure, knowing the Lord
delivers His people.

T The fulfilled perspective gives assurance. We are not waiting
for a catastrophic end, for judgment has already fallen on the
Old Covenant world. Instead, we live in the kingdom of Christ
today, called to faithfulness, holiness, and perseverance.

T The exhortation is the same: stand firm in the Word, remain
faithful to Christ, and be equipped for every good work.

T This is the fulfilled perspective we proclaim at Fulfilled
Prophecies T
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