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Soul Sleep -
Refuting Soul
Sleep

By Dan Maines
Refuting Soul Sleep

Introduction

† Soul sleep claims that when a person dies, they become
unconscious until a future resurrection, but that idea doesn't
come from the text when it's read in context (Ecclesiastes 12:7)

† The Bible uses the word sleep as a figure of speech for death,
not as a description of unconscious existence, and we're going
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to prove that clearly with scripture (John 11:11-14)

† From the fulfilled perspective, death was never about losing
consciousness, it was about separation under the Old
Covenant, and Christ ended that separation (Ephesians 2:13)

† We're going to walk through the scriptures step by step and
show that the dead were aware, active, and conscious, and that
soul sleep collapses under the weight of the text itself (Luke
16:19-31)

John 11:11-14

This He said, and after this He *said to them, "Our friend
Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am going so that I may awaken
him from sleep." The disciples then said to Him, "Lord, if he has
fallen asleep, he will come out of it." Now Jesus had spoken of
his death, but they thought that He was speaking about actual
sleep. So Jesus then said to them plainly, "Lazarus died,

† Jesus Himself defines what sleep means, He corrects them
and says plainly Lazarus is dead, not unconscious (John 11:14)

† The word sleep is used as a metaphor, not a literal state of
unconsciousness, and Christ clears that up immediately (John
11:11)

† If soul sleep were true, Jesus would have affirmed their
misunderstanding, but instead He corrects it (John 11:12-13)

Luke 16:19-31

"Now there was a rich man, and he habitually dressed in purple
and fine linen, enjoying himself in splendor every day. And a
poor man named Lazarus was laid at his gate, covered with



sores, and longing to be fed from the scraps which fell from the
rich man's table; not only that, the dogs also were coming and
licking his sores. Now it happened that the poor man died and
was carried away by the angels to Abraham's arms; and the rich
man also died and was buried. And in Hades he raised his
eyes, being in torment, and *saw Abraham far away and
Lazarus in his arms. And he cried out and said, 'Father
Abraham, have mercy on me and send Lazarus, so that he may
dip the tip of his finger in water and cool off my tongue, for I am
in agony in this flame.' But Abraham said, 'Child, remember that
during your life you received your good things, and likewise
Lazarus bad things; but now he is being comforted here, and
you are in agony. And besides all this, between us and you a
great chasm has been set, so that those who want to go over
from here to you will not be able, nor will any people cross over
from there to us.' And he said, 'Then I request of you, father,
that you send him to my father's house- for I have five brothers-
in order that he may warn them, so that they will not come to
this place of torment as well.' But Abraham *said, 'They have
Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.' But he said, 'No,
father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead,
they will repent!' But he said to him, 'If they do not listen to
Moses and the Prophets, they will not be persuaded even if
someone rises from the dead.'"

† Both men are conscious after death, they see, speak,
remember, and feel, which destroys soul sleep completely
(Luke 16:23-25)

† The rich man remembers his brothers and pleads for them,
showing ongoing awareness and concern (Luke 16:27-28)

† Abraham speaks, Lazarus is comforted, there's interaction
and recognition, none of that fits unconsciousness (Luke 16:22-



23)

Luke 23:43

And He said to him, "Truly I say to you, today you will be with
Me in Paradise."

† Jesus says today, not after a long unconscious period, which
directly refutes soul sleep (Luke 23:43)

† The thief would be with Christ that same day, showing
immediate conscious presence (2 Corinthians 5:8)

† This destroys the idea of waiting in unconsciousness until a
future event (Philippians 1:23)

Ecclesiastes 12:7

then the dust will return to the earth as it was, and the spirit will
return to God who gave it.

† The spirit returns to God, it doesn't go into an unconscious
holding pattern (Ecclesiastes 12:7)

† This is immediate language, not delayed until some distant
resurrection (Ecclesiastes 12:7)

† Soul sleep ignores the distinction between body and spirit
clearly stated here (Genesis 2:7)

Ecclesiastes 9:5



For the living know that they will die; but the dead do not know
anything, nor do they have a reward any longer, for their
memory is forgotten.

† This is written from an under the sun perspective, describing
life on earth, not the state of the spirit (Ecclesiastes 9:6)

† It refers to no participation in earthly affairs, not lack of
consciousness (Job 14:21)

† This cannot override clear passages that show awareness
after death (Luke 16:23)

Philippians 1:23

But I am hard-pressed from both directions, having the desire to
depart and be with Christ, for that is very much better;

† Paul says departing means being with Christ, not unconscious
waiting (Philippians 1:23)

† If soul sleep were true, Paul would have said depart and
sleep, but he says be with Christ (2 Corinthians 5:8)

† Being with Christ is described as better immediately, not after
a delay (Philippians 1:23)

2 Corinthians 5:6-8

Therefore, being always of good courage, and knowing that
while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord-
for we walk by faith, not by sight- but we are of good courage
and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home



with the Lord.

† Absent from the body equals present with the Lord, there's no
gap, no unconscious period (2 Corinthians 5:8)

† Paul doesn't insert a waiting state, he presents a direct
transition (2 Corinthians 5:6-8)

† This completely contradicts the idea of soul sleep (Philippians
1:23)

Hebrews 12:22-23

But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to myriads of angels, to the
general assembly and church of the firstborn who are enrolled
in heaven, and to God, the Judge of all, and to the spirits of the
righteous made perfect,

† The spirits of just men are present and identified, not
unconscious (Hebrews 12:23)

† They are part of an active assembly, which requires
awareness (Hebrews 12:22)

† This shows conscious existence, not soul sleep (Revelation
6:9-10)

Revelation 6:9-10

When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar
the souls of those who had been killed because of the word of
God, and because of the testimony which they had maintained;



and they cried out with a loud voice, saying, "How long, O Lord,
holy and true, will You refrain from judging and avenging our
blood on those who live on the earth?"

† The souls are conscious, speaking, crying out, and aware of
justice not yet completed (Revelation 6:10)

† They're not asleep, they're actively communicating
(Revelation 6:9)

† They're aware of time passing, asking how long (Revelation
6:10)

Matthew 22:31-32

But regarding the resurrection of the dead, have you not read
what was spoken to you by God: 'I �� ��� G�� �� A������,
��� G�� �� I����, ��� ��� G�� �� J����'? He is not the God
of the dead, but of the living."

† Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are alive to God, not unconscious
(Matthew 22:32)

† God defines them as living, not sleeping (Luke 20:38)

† This directly contradicts soul sleep (Matthew 22:32)

Historical References

† Justin Martyr rejected the idea of unconscious souls and
affirmed continued existence after death



† Irenaeus taught that souls continue in awareness awaiting
fulfillment

† Tertullian argued strongly against those who claimed the soul
becomes inactive after death

† Josephus recorded Jewish belief that souls are conscious
after death and experience reward or punishment

† Clement of Alexandria taught that souls continue consciously
after death and are not inactive

How It Applies To Us Today

† We don't fear death as unconscious darkness, we understand
it as entering the presence of the Lord (2 Corinthians 5:8)

† This gives confidence and removes the false teaching that
death is a state of nothingness (Philippians 1:23)

† We stand on the truth that life continues, awareness
continues, and Christ has removed separation (Ephesians 2:13)

† Soul sleep diminishes the victory of Christ, but the truth shows
immediate life in His presence (John 11:25-26)

Q and A Appendix

Q Does the Bible ever say the soul is unconscious after death
A No, scripture consistently shows awareness after death Luke
16:23, Revelation 6:9-10

Q What does sleep mean in the Bible
A It's a metaphor for death, not unconsciousness John 11:11-14

Q What happens when a believer dies
A They go to be with Christ immediately Philippians 1:23, 2



Corinthians 5:8

Q Are the dead aware of anything
A Yes, they speak, remember, and respond Luke 16:25,
Revelation 6:10

Q Does soul sleep contradict scripture
A Yes, it contradicts multiple clear passages showing
consciousness after death Matthew 22:32, Luke 16:23

Q Did Jesus teach immediate presence after death
A Yes, He said today you will be with me in Paradise Luke
23:43

Q Does Ecclesiastes 9:5 teach soul sleep
A No, it speaks from an under the sun perspective about earthly
awareness, not the state of the spirit Ecclesiastes 9:6, Luke
16:23

Q Where did Jesus go when He died
A He went to Hades and was active, not unconscious Acts 2:27,
Luke 23:43

Q Are souls aware before the resurrection
A Yes, they speak and cry out before judgment Revelation 6:9-
10

Q Do Old Testament saints show awareness after death
A Yes, Abraham is seen speaking and aware Luke 16:23-25

Q Does being absent from the body mean waiting
unconsciously
A No, it means being present with the Lord immediately 2
Corinthians 5:8

Q Is there any verse that clearly says souls are unconscious
A No, there is not a single verse that states that Luke 16:23,



Matthew 22:32

Q Why do people believe in soul sleep
A Because they take symbolic language like sleep literally and
ignore clear passages John 11:11-14

Q Are the dead aware of time
A Yes, they ask how long, showing awareness of time passing
Revelation 6:10

Q Did Paul expect unconsciousness after death
A No, he expected to be with Christ which he said is far better
Philippians 1:23

Q Are spirits described as inactive anywhere in scripture
A No, they are described as living, speaking, and present
Hebrews 12:23, Luke 16:23

† This is the fulfilled perspective we proclaim at Fulfilled
Prophecies †
© Fulfilled Prophecies - Dan Maines.
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