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Introduction

T This chapter shows Paul standing before Roman authority
while accused by the Jews, revealing the clash between truth
and false accusation

T It exposes how the gospel was seen as a threat to the old
system that was passing away

T It also shows how earthly judgment could not overturn what
God had already established through Christ
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Acts 24:1

After five days, the high priest Ananias came down with some
elders and a lawyer named Tertullus, and they brought charges
against Paul before the governor

T The religious leaders bring legal force against Paul, showing
their desperation to silence the truth (John 11:48)

T The use of a lawyer reveals this is a formal attempt to
condemn him politically, not spiritually

T Josephus records similar actions where Jewish leaders used
Roman authority to pursue their own interests

Acts 24:2

When Paul was called in, Tertullus began to accuse him, saying
that through the governor there was peace and reforms in the
nation

T This is flattery meant to gain favor, not truth, a common tactic
in corrupt judgment (Proverbs 29:5)

T The focus is shifted to pleasing authority instead of presenting
honest charges

T Roman officials were often praised falsely to influence rulings,
as seen in Tacitus

Acts 24:3

We acknowledge this in every way and everywhere with all
gratitude

T The exaggerated praise shows manipulation, not sincerity

T Truth is being overshadowed by political strategy

T This reveals how justice can be distorted when truth is not the
goal

Acts 24:4

But so that | may not weary you any further, | beg you to hear
us briefly in your kindness

T He pretends humility while preparing to deliver false
accusations

T This shows how deception often comes with a gentle tone
T Scripture warns about smooth speech hiding corruption



(Romans 16:18)

Acts 24:5

We have found this man to be a troublemaker, stirring up riots
among all the Jews throughout the world, and a ringleader of
the sect of the Nazarenes

T Paul is falsely labeled as a rebel to make him seem
dangerous to Rome

T Calling believers a sect shows their rejection of the gospel as
truth

T This fulfills Jesus' words that His followers would be accused
falsely (Matthew 5:11)

Acts 24:6

He even tried to profane the temple, so we seized him

T This accusation twists the truth, as Paul did not defile the
temple

T Their real concern was losing authority, not protecting
holiness

T Josephus records frequent temple disputes during this period

Acts 24:7

But Lysias the commander came and took him out of our hands
with great force

T They attempt to blame Roman intervention as unjust

T This shifts responsibility away from their own unlawful actions
T Roman military involvement often prevented mob violence

Acts 24:8

By examining him yourself, you will be able to learn the truth
about all these charges

T They present confidence, but their claims lack evidence

T This is an appeal to authority without substance

T Truth does not need manipulation to stand

Acts 24:9
The Jews joined in the attack, affirming that these things were



SO
T The crowd supports the lie, showing group pressure over truth
T This mirrors how crowds condemned Jesus (Mark 15:11)

T Majority agreement does not equal truth

Acts 24:10

When the governor motioned for him to speak, Paul replied that
he gladly made his defense

T Paul responds calmly, showing confidence in truth

T He does not use flattery but speaks directly

T This reflects boldness rooted in faith (Philippians 1:7)

Acts 24:11

You can verify that it has not been more than twelve days since
| went up to worship in Jerusalem

T Paul presents clear, verifiable facts

T His timeline disproves the accusation of widespread unrest

T Truth is grounded in reality, not exaggeration

Acts 24:12

They did not find me arguing with anyone or stirring up a crowd
T He directly refutes their claims with evidence

T This shows the accusations were fabricated

T False witnesses collapse under scrutiny

Acts 24:13

Nor can they prove the charges they are now making against
me

T The lack of proof exposes the weakness of their case

T Justice requires evidence, not assumptions

T Scripture affirms that accusations must be established by
witnesses (Deuteronomy 19:15)

Acts 24:14

But | confess that | worship the God of our fathers according to
the Way, which they call a sect

T Paul affirms continuity with the true faith, not a departure from



it

T The Way is the fulfillment, not a rebellion

T This aligns with Christ fulfilling the Law and Prophets
(Matthew 5:17)

Acts 24:15

| have hope in God that there will be a resurrection of both the
righteous and the wicked

T Paul declares the central hope already unfolding in that
generation

T This ties directly to covenant fulfillment (Daniel 12:2)

T The resurrection is presented as imminent, not distant

Acts 24:16

Because of this, | always strive to keep a clear conscience
before God and men

T His life reflects his belief, not just words

T Integrity is evidence of truth

T A clear conscience shows alignment with God

Acts 24:17

After several years, | came to bring gifts to my people and
offerings

T Paul shows he came in peace, not rebellion

T His purpose was charity, not conflict

T This contradicts the accusation of stirring unrest

Acts 24:18

They found me purified in the temple without any crowd or
disturbance

T He was following the law respectfully

T The accusation of defilement is proven false

T This highlights their dishonesty

Acts 24:19
But some Jews from Asia should be here to accuse me if they
have anything against me



T Paul calls out the absence of real withesses
T Justice requires the accusers to be present
T This exposes the case as incomplete

Acts 24:20

Or let these men themselves state what wrongdoing they found
when | stood before the council

T He invites open examination

T Truth is not afraid of scrutiny

T This puts pressure on false accusers

Acts 24:21

Unless it was this one statement | shouted while standing
among them about the resurrection of the dead

T The real issue is doctrine, not crime

T The resurrection divides belief systems

T This shows the conflict is spiritual, not political

Acts 24:22

Felix, having a more accurate knowledge of the Way, postponed
the case

T The governor understood enough to delay judgment

T This shows hesitation when truth is evident

T Roman officials often delayed difficult cases

Acts 24:23

He ordered the centurion to keep Paul but allow him some
freedom

T Paul is treated with a level of respect

T This reflects recognition of his innocence

T God's providence preserves him

Acts 24:24

After some days, Felix came with his wife Drusilla and sent for
Paul and heard him speak about faith in Christ

T Even rulers are drawn to hear the gospel

T The message reaches all levels of society



T This fulfills the spread of the gospel to the nations

Acts 24:25

As Paul spoke about righteousness, self-control, and judgment
to come, Felix became afraid

T Truth convicts even powerful leaders

T The message of judgment was immediate and relevant to that
time

T Fear shows the impact of truth on the conscience

Acts 24:26

He hoped that money would be given to him by Paul, so he sent
for him often and talked with him

T Corruption is exposed in the desire for a bribe

T Authority without integrity leads to injustice

T This reflects common Roman practices noted by Tacitus

Acts 24:27

After two years had passed, Felix was succeeded by Festus,
and wanting to do the Jews a favor, Felix left Paul imprisoned
T Political pressure outweighs justice

T Paul remains imprisoned despite innocence

T This shows how earthly systems fail, but God's purpose
continues

Historical References

T Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews, records the corruption of
leaders like Felix

T Tacitus, Histories, describes Roman governors and their
political motivations

T Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History, affirms early persecution of
believers under Roman authority

T Clement of Alexandria, Stromata, speaks of early Christian
defense before rulers

How it applies to us today
T Truth will always be opposed by those protecting power and



tradition

T We must stand firm even when falsely accused

T A clear conscience before God matters more than human
approval

T The gospel still convicts hearts, even those in authority

T God's purpose moves forward regardless of earthly injustice

Q & A Appendix

Q Why was Paul accused falsely?

A Because the truth threatened their authority and traditions
(John 11:48)

Q What was the real issue behind the accusations?

A The message of the resurrection and fulfillment (Acts 24:21)
Q Why did Felix delay judgment?

A He recognized the truth but feared political consequences
(Proverbs 29:25)

Q What does Paul's defense teach us?

A To stand in truth with a clear conscience (1 Peter 3:16)

Q Why was Paul kept imprisoned?

A Political favor outweighed justice (Ecclesiastes 5:8)

T This is the fulfilled perspective we proclaim at Fulfilled
Prophecies
© Fulfilled Prophecies - Dan Maines.
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