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Introduction

T Paul warned Timothy that the final days of the old covenant
age would be marked by corruption and hypocrisy among those
claiming to follow God.

T This chapter explains the moral collapse that would grow as
the Jewish system approached judgment, something Jesus also
warned about before the fall of Jerusalem.

T It also reminds believers that the Scriptures had already
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prepared them for this moment and were sufficient to guide
them through that turbulent time.

2 Timothy 3:1
You need to understand this, Timothy. In the last days difficult
and dangerous times will come.

T The last days refer to the closing period of the old covenant
age before Jerusalem's destruction, not the end of the physical
world (Hebrews 1:1-2; Matthew 24:34).

T Jesus warned the same thing when He said lawlessness
would increase and many would fall away (Matthew 24:12).

T Peter also said the end of all things was near for his
generation, confirming the same time frame (1 Peter 4:7).

2 Timothy 3:2

People will become obsessed with themselves, hungry for
money, proud of their status, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to
parents, ungrateful, and careless toward what is holy.

T This description mirrors the moral decay that Jesus
condemned among the religious leaders of His day (Matthew
23:27-28).

T Paul wasn't describing the distant future but the corruption
already spreading inside the covenant community (Acts 20:29-
30).

T The prophets also warned that Israel's leadership would
become morally corrupt before judgment came (Micah 3:9-11).

2 Timothy 3:3
They will lack love, refuse reconciliation, spread slander, have
no self-control, act with cruelty, and hate what is good.

T This kind of behavior was common among those who
opposed the gospel during the apostolic period (Acts 13:45).
T The Jewish leadership slandered Christ and persecuted
believers, fulfilling these warnings (John 8:44).



T Their hatred of what was good was ultimately shown in the
rejection and crucifixion of the Messiah (Acts 2:23).

2 Timothy 3:4
They will betray others, act recklessly, be full of pride, and
chase pleasure instead of loving God.

T Judas Iscariot's betrayal shows how treachery had even
reached within the circle of disciples (Luke 22:48).

T Paul saw similar betrayal happening within the churches as
false teachers sought power and influence (2 Timothy 4:14).
T Loving pleasure instead of God reflects the same warning
given by Isaiah about Israel's stubborn rebellion (Isaiah 30:9-
10).

2 Timothy 3:5
They will keep the appearance of religion but deny the real
power behind it. Stay away from people like that.

T The Pharisees are the clearest example of this hypocrisy,
maintaining religious form while rejecting God's truth (Matthew
15:8-9).

T Paul told Timothy to avoid these influences because false
teachers could easily corrupt the churches (1 Corinthians
15:33).

T True faith produces obedience, not empty rituals and outward
appearances (James 1:22).

2 Timothy 3:6

Some of these people quietly enter homes and gain influence
over weak individuals who are burdened with guilt and easily
led by various desires.

T False teachers often targeted the vulnerable in order to build
followings (2 Peter 2:18-19).

T The early church faced constant infiltration by deceptive
teachers trying to exploit believers (Acts 15:1).



T Their methods relied on manipulation rather than truth.

2 Timothy 3:7
These people are always learning new things but never able to
come to a real knowledge of the truth.

T Intellectual curiosity without submission to truth produces
endless confusion (Romans 1:22).

T The Jewish leadership knew the Scriptures yet rejected their
fulfillment in Christ (John 5:39-40).

T Knowledge without obedience leads nowhere spiritually.

2 Timothy 3:8

Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, these men
oppose the truth. Their thinking is corrupt, and their faith is
proven to be false.

T Jannes and Jambres were remembered in Jewish tradition as
the magicians who resisted Moses in Egypt (Exodus 7:11).

T Paul used them as an example of religious opposition to
God's true messenger.

T Their resistance mirrors the opposition Christ and the apostles
faced from the religious leaders.

2 Timothy 3:9

But they won't get far, because their foolishness will eventually
become obvious to everyone, just as it happened with those
men.

T The downfall of corrupt leaders became clear when
Jerusalem fell and the old covenant system collapsed (Matthew
23:38).

T Their rejection of Christ led to the judgment Jesus predicted
within that generation (Luke 21:20-22).

T False teaching never survives the test of truth.



2 Timothy 3:10
But you, Timothy, have followed my teaching, my way of life, my
purpose, my faith, my patience, my love, and my endurance.

T Timothy had witnessed Paul's example firsthand during his
missionary journeys (Acts 16:1-3).

T Paul's life demonstrated that faith must be lived, not just
taught.

T True discipleship involves following both doctrine and
character.

2 Timothy 3:11

You also saw the persecutions and suffering | endured in
Antioch, lconium, and Lystra. Yet the Lord rescued me from
them all.

T Paul was stoned and left for dead in Lystra but survived by
God's deliverance (Acts 14:19-20).

T These events showed Timothy that faithfulness often brings
persecution.

T God's preservation of Paul strengthened the credibility of his
mission.

2 Timothy 3:12
In fact, everyone who wants to live faithfully in Christ Jesus will
face persecution.

T Jesus gave the same warning to His disciples (John 15:20).
T The early church endured persecution from both Roman
authorities and Jewish leadership (Acts 8:1).

T Faithfulness to Christ has always brought opposition.

2 Timothy 3:13
But evil people and impostors will continue to grow worse,
deceiving others and being deceived themselves.



T False teachers multiplied during the last days of the old
covenant era (2 Peter 2:1).

T Their deception affected many communities throughout the
Roman world.

T Spiritual deception often traps the deceiver as well.

2 Timothy 3:14
But you must continue in what you've learned and become
convinced of, because you know the people who taught you.

T Timothy learned the Scriptures from childhood through faithful
teachers (2 Timothy 1:5).

T Stability in the truth protects believers from deception.

T The gospel message Timothy received was rooted in the
prophetic Scriptures.

2 Timothy 3:15

From childhood you've known the sacred writings that are able
to give you wisdom that leads to salvation through faith in Christ
Jesus.

T The Hebrew Scriptures pointed forward to the coming
Messiah (Luke 24:27).

T Paul constantly showed that the gospel was the fulfillment of
those writings (Acts 17:2-3).

T Scripture provides the foundation for understanding God's
plan of redemption.

2 Timothy 3:16

All Scripture is breathed out by God and is useful for teaching,
correcting error, setting people straight, and training them in
righteousness.

T The authority of Scripture comes from God Himself, not
human opinion (2 Peter 1:20-21).

T The apostles relied on the Scriptures to prove that Jesus was
the promised Messiah (Acts 18:28).



T Scripture functions as the standard that exposes error and
guides believers.

2 Timothy 3:17
So that the person who serves God may be fully prepared and
equipped for every good work.

T God's word prepares believers for faithful living in every
circumstance (Psalm 119:105).

T The Scriptures were sufficient to guide the church even during
the intense persecution of the first century.

T Through Scripture believers gain the wisdom needed to live
faithfully in Christ.

Historical References

T Josephus described the corruption and violence within
Jerusalem leading up to its destruction, confirming the moral
decay Paul warned about.

T Clement of Rome wrote about false teachers disturbing the
early church near the end of the first century.

T Eusebius recorded the persecutions believers endured under
Roman authorities during the apostolic age.

How it applies to us today

T This passage reminds us that outward religion without
genuine faith is empty.

T It shows the importance of grounding our lives in Scripture
rather than following personalities or trends.

T It also reminds us that truth will always expose false teaching
over time.

Q & A Appendix

Q: What are the last days Paul was talking about?
A: The last days referred to the closing period of the old



covenant age before the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70
(Hebrews 1:1-2; Matthew 24:34).

Q: Why did Paul describe so much corruption among religious
people?

A: Because many within Israel resisted the gospel and
maintained religious appearances while rejecting Christ
(Matthew 23:27-28).

Q: Why did Paul emphasize the authority of Scripture?

A: Because Scripture provided the foundation for understanding
Christ and protecting believers from deception (Acts 17:11; 2
Peter 1:20-21).

Q: Who were Jannes and Jambres that Paul mentioned?

A: They were remembered in Jewish tradition as the magicians
who opposed Moses before Pharaoh when God performed
miracles through him (Exodus 7:11-12). Paul used them as an
example of how false teachers resist the truth just as those
magicians resisted God's messenger.

Q: Why did Paul warn Timothy to avoid people who only have a
form of godliness?

A: Because outward religion without real obedience leads
people away from truth. Jesus said the same about the
Pharisees who honored God with their lips but their hearts were
far from Him (Matthew 15:8-9).

Q: How did Timothy know the Scriptures from childhood?

A: Timothy was taught the Scriptures by his mother Eunice and
his grandmother Lois, who raised him in the faith from an early
age (2 Timothy 1:5).

Q: What does it mean that Scripture equips a person for every
good work?

A: It means God's word provides the instruction, correction, and
wisdom needed for faithful living so believers can serve God



properly (Psalm 119:105; James 1:22).
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