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Introduction

T Paul's instructions here show how the early church family was
meant to function with respect, fairness, and responsibility.
(Acts 2:44-47)

T The church wasn't just a place of worship, it was a community
where people cared for one another across generations.
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(Galatians 6:10)

T These instructions protected both the vulnerable and the
integrity of church leadership. (James 1:27)

1 Timothy 5:1
Don't sharply rebuke an older man. Instead, appeal to him as
you would a father. Treat younger men as brothers.

T Paul teaches Timothy that correction in the church must be
done with respect, especially toward those older than us.
(Leviticus 19:32)

T The church is described as a family, where relationships are
handled with honor and care. (Ephesians 2:19)

T Even when discipline is needed, the tone must reflect humility
and brotherhood. (Galatians 6:1)

1 Timothy 5:2
Treat older women as mothers and younger women as sisters,
with complete purity.

T Paul stresses purity in relationships within the church family to
guard against corruption and scandal. (1 Thessalonians 4:3-7)

T This instruction protects the integrity of both leaders and
members in the congregation. (1 Timothy 3:2)

T It reinforces that the church operates as a spiritual household
built on holiness. (1 Peter 1:15-16)

1 Timothy 5:3
Honor widows who are truly widows.

T Caring for widows was a central duty of the early church and
a reflection of God's heart for the vulnerable. (James 1:27)



T Honor includes both respect and material support when
needed. (Acts 6:1-3)

T The church became the new family structure for those who
had lost their earthly support. (Psalm 68:5)

1 Timothy 5:4

But if a widow has children or grandchildren, they must first
learn to practice godliness in their own household and repay
their parents, because this pleases God.

T Family responsibility comes before church responsibility
whenever possible. (Exodus 20:12)

T Caring for aging parents is an expression of obedience and
gratitude. (Mark 7:9-13)

T Paul emphasizes that true faith is proven in everyday family
duties. (James 2:14-17)

1 Timothy 5:5
Now she who is truly a widow and left alone has placed her
hope in God and continues in prayers night and day.

T Widows in the early church often devoted themselves to
prayer and service. (Luke 2:36-37)

T Their dependence on God reflected deep faith and trust.
(Psalm 55:22)

T The church recognized such women as examples of devotion.
(1 Timothy 2:1)

1 Timothy 5:6
But she who lives for pleasure is spiritually dead even while she



lives.

T Paul warns that a life centered on pleasure leads to spiritual
emptiness. (Luke 8:14)

T True life comes through devotion to God, not through self-
indulgence. (Romans 8:6)

T This principle applied to the entire church, not only widows.
(Galatians 5:19-21)

1 Timothy 5:7
Give these instructions so that they may be beyond reproach.

T Paul wanted the church's conduct to be blameless before
outsiders. (Philippians 2:15)

T Clear teaching helped prevent confusion and misuse of
church resources. (1 Corinthians 14:33)

T A well-ordered church reflects the character of Christ.
(Colossians 3:17)

1 Timothy 5:8

But if anyone doesn't provide for his own relatives, and
especially for those in his household, he's denied the faith and
Is worse than an unbeliever.

T Providing for one's family is presented as a basic requirement
of genuine faith. (2 Thessalonians 3:10)

T Paul stresses that neglecting family responsibilities
contradicts the gospel. (Matthew 15:4-6)

T Even unbelievers recognize the duty to care for family
members. (Proverbs 19:17)



1 Timothy 5:9
A widow should be placed on the list only if she isn't less than
sixty years old, the wife of one man.

T The church maintained an organized list of widows who
received ongoing support. (Acts 6:1)

T Age and faithfulness were part of the qualifications. (Titus 2:3)

T This structure ensured the support went to those truly in need.
(1 Corinthians 14:40)

1 Timothy 5:10

She must be known for good works, if she has raised children,
shown hospitality, washed the saints' feet, helped the afflicted,
and devoted herself to every good work.

T Character and a life of service were essential for those
receiving church support. (Hebrews 6:10)

T Hospitality and care for believers were marks of faithful
discipleship. (Romans 12:13)

T Paul highlights practical acts of love as evidence of a faithful
life. (James 2:18)

1 Timothy 5:11
But refuse to enroll younger widows, because when their
desires draw them away from Christ, they want to marry.

T Paul isn't condemning remarriage but warning against
commitments made too quickly. (1 Corinthians 7:9)

T Younger widows still had opportunities for family life and work.
(Titus 2:4-5)



T The goal was to avoid unnecessary burdens on the church.
(Acts 20:35)

1 Timothy 5:12
And so they incur judgment because they set aside their earlier
commitment.

T Paul refers to vows or commitments made to serve within the
church. (Ecclesiastes 5:4-5)

T Breaking commitments damages both reputation and spiritual
integrity. (Matthew 5:37)

T Faithfulness in promises was taken very seriously in the early
church. (James 5:12)

1 Timothy 5:13

At the same time they also learn to be idle, going from house to
house, and not only idle but also gossips and busybodies,
saying things they shouldn't say.

T Idleness often leads to harmful speech and unnecessary
conflict. (Proverbs 11:13)

T Paul repeatedly warned against gossip and meddling. (2
Thessalonians 3:11)

T The church was meant to encourage productive and
honorable living. (Colossians 3:23)

1 Timothy 5:14

Therefore | want younger widows to marry, bear children,
manage their households, and give the enemy no opportunity
for criticism.

T Paul's instruction promotes stability and responsibility.
(Genesis 2:18)



T A strong household strengthened the testimony of the church.
(Titus 2:5)

T Avoiding scandal protected the reputation of believers. (1
Peter 2:12)

1 Timothy 5:15
For some have already turned aside to follow Satan.

T Paul acknowledges that some had already abandoned faithful
living. (1 Timothy 1:19-20)

T Turning aside often begins with small compromises. (Hebrews
3:12)

T The warning calls believers to remain vigilant. (1 Peter 5:8)

1 Timothy 5:16

If any believing woman has widows in her family, she must
assist them and not let the church be burdened, so the church
can help those who are truly widows.

T Again Paul emphasizes family responsibility before church
support. (Galatians 6:5)

T This ensured that church resources were used wisely. (Acts
4:34-35)

T The early church practiced careful stewardship. (1 Corinthians
4:2)

1 Timothy 5:17

The elders who lead well should be considered worthy of
double honor, especially those who work hard at preaching and
teaching.



T Church leaders who faithfully teach the word deserve respect
and support. (Hebrews 13:17)

T Teaching and preaching were central to the life of the early
church. (Acts 6:4)

T Honor included both respect and material support. (Galatians
6:6)

1 Timothy 5:18
For the Scripture says, You shall not muzzle the ox while it is
threshing, and the worker is worthy of his wages.

T Paul quotes the Law to show that those who labor deserve
provision. (Deuteronomy 25:4)

T Jesus also affirmed that workers deserve support. (Luke 10:7)

T This principle applies to spiritual labor as well. (1 Corinthians
9:14)

1 Timothy 5:19
Do not accept an accusation against an elder unless it's
confirmed by two or three witnesses.

T This standard protects leaders from false accusations.
(Deuteronomy 19:15)

T Justice requires proper evidence before judgment. (John
7:24)

T The church must guard both truth and fairness. (Proverbs
18:17)

1 Timothy 5:20
Those who continue in sin, rebuke in the presence of all, so the



rest will be fearful of sinning.

T Public sin sometimes requires public correction. (Matthew
18:15-17)

T The goal is restoration and warning to others. (Galatians 6:1)

T Discipline preserves the holiness of the church. (1 Corinthians
5:6)

1 Timothy 5:21

| solemnly charge you in the presence of God and Christ Jesus
and the chosen angels to keep these instructions without
prejudice, doing nothing with partiality.

T Paul stresses impartial judgment in church leadership. (James
2:1)

T God shows no favoritism, and His people must reflect that.
(Acts 10:34)

T Leaders must act with integrity before God. (2 Corinthians
8:21)

1 Timothy 5:22
Do not be quick to lay hands on anyone, and do not share
responsibility for the sins of others. Keep yourself pure.

T Leadership appointments require careful discernment. (Acts
13:2-3)

T Rushing decisions can lead to spiritual harm. (Proverbs 19:2)

T Personal purity remains essential for those who lead. (1
Timothy 4:12)



1 Timothy 5:23
Stop drinking only water, and use a little wine because of your
stomach and your frequent illnesses.

T Paul gives Timothy practical advice about his health.
(Colossians 4:14)

T This shows the personal relationship between Paul and
Timothy. (Philippians 2:22)

T Scripture often combines spiritual guidance with practical
wisdom. (Proverbs 4:7)

1 Timothy 5:24
The sins of some people are obvious and go ahead of them to
judgment, but the sins of others follow later.

T Some wrongdoing is immediately visible, while other sins are
revealed over time. (Ecclesiastes 12:14)

T God's judgment eventually exposes all things. (Luke 12:2)

T Patience and discernment are required in leadership.
(Hebrews 4:13)

1 Timothy 5:25
Likewise, good works are obvious, and even those that aren't
obvious can't remain hidden forever.

T Righteous deeds eventually become known. (Matthew 5:16)

T God sees every act of faithfulness, even when others don't.
(Hebrews 6:10)

T A faithful life leaves a lasting witness. (Galatians 6:9)



Historical References

T Ignatius of Antioch wrote that the church must honor elders
and widows because they represent the order and compassion
of Christ among believers. (Ignatius, Letter to the Smyrnaeans)

T Tertullian described how the early church maintained lists of
widows who were supported through the offerings of believers.
(Tertullian, Apology 39)

T Eusebius recorded that widows and elders were recognized
as honored members of the early Christian community.
(Eusebius, Church History)

How It Applies To Us Today

T The church still functions as a spiritual family where believers
care for one another. (Galatians 6:10)

T Respect, responsibility, and integrity remain essential for
church leadership. (Hebrews 13:17)

T True faith is seen not only in belief but in how we treat others
and fulfill our responsibilities. (James 1:27)

Q & A Appendix

Q: Why did Paul emphasize caring for widows?
A: Because God has always defended the vulnerable, and the
church was meant to reflect that compassion. (James 1:27)

Q: Why must families care for their own first?
A: Because honoring parents and supporting family members is
part of living out genuine faith. (Exodus 20:12; 1 Timothy 5:8)

Q: Why are elders worthy of double honor?
A: Because they labor in teaching and guiding the church in



God's word. (1 Timothy 5:17; Hebrews 13:17)

Q: Why must accusations against leaders require witnesses?
A: Because Scripture establishes the principle that serious
accusations must be confirmed by multiple witnesses.
(Deuteronomy 19:15)

Q: Why did Paul tell Timothy not to rebuke older men harshly?
A: Because the church functions like a family, and older
believers are to be treated with respect and honor. (Leviticus
19:32; Ephesians 2:19)

Q: Why did Paul give such specific instructions about widows?
A: Because the early church had to care for those truly in need
while also encouraging families to fulfill their responsibilities
first. (Acts 6:1-3; 1 Timothy 5:8)

Q: Why did Paul say elders who lead well deserve double
honor?

A: Because those who labor in preaching and teaching carry a
heavy responsibility and should be respected and supported. (1
Timothy 5:17-18; Hebrews 13:17)

Q: Why did Paul warn Timothy not to appoint leaders too
quickly?

A: Because rushing leadership appointments can allow
untested people into positions of authority, which can harm the
church. (1 Timothy 5:22; Proverbs 19:2)

Q: Why did Paul mention Timothy's health and tell him to use a
little wine?

A: Because spiritual leaders still face normal physical struggles,
and practical care for the body is wise. (1 Timothy 5:23;
Proverbs 4:7)

T This is the fulfilled perspective we proclaim at Fulfilled
Prophecies
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